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PS Les Ainsworth will be chasing those folks who pledged that they would be prepared to make a donation some 
while ago�

.                                                                                                              Les Ainsworth and John Shaw��
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At the end of March we held a very successful clean up meet at Wilton One. Over 50 climbers turned up and we 
got a lot of work done, including: 
Removing litter 
Cleaning routes 
Cleaning Tops 

Replacing fixed gear 
Removing rhododendrons 

 
Route Tops  
Since then, there has been some further cleaning on a more ad hoc basis. However, whilst climbers should be 
encouraged to do all they can to improve Wilton, it is necessary to insert a word of caution. Above one of the 
routes the top has been cleaned off, but this has exposed a steep bank of soil that is starting to run down over the 
rock and unfortunately completely ruining the climb by mud run-off. In view of this, could I please ask climbers 
NOT to clean off any route tops until further notice. Any other work, such as cleaning routes would be welcome, 
but we are proposing to trial some different approaches to dealing with route tops, so that we can ensure that 
other tops are cleaned off in ways that do not encourage run off over the rock. 
Other on-going costs:  
Currently, we are investigating the use of matting, but this will be expensive. Other ongoing work includes the 
installation of new belay stakes, new fencing, signage, and the replacement of fixed gear. The belay stakes will 
be excellent, but they are expensive and we need a lot of them to provide sufficient belays for the quarries. It is 
also likely that we will need to undertake some drainage work.  
Wilton Appeal:   
All of this work will have to be paid for and so I would like to ask all of you to support the Wilton Appeal fund. 
With your support we can make the Wilton quarries really great, but currently we really are in danger of running 
out of cash. To give a donation couldn't be much easier - either send a cheque to the BMC made out to 'BMC 
Wilton Appeal', or, even easier, phone up the BMC tell them that you want to make a donation and then you can 
make out a credit card payment over the phone. So don't delay, but act as soon as possible and persuade fellow 
climbers to do the same. I can assure you that all money raised in this way will be specifically directed towards 
Wilton and North West climbing. 
The other Wilton quarries: 
Apart from this, we have negotiated some tree removal at Wilton 4 and treatment for the invasive Japanese 
knotweed. We are also working on informal arrangements for climbing on the evenings of shooting days 
providing that there are no shooters in the quarry. I will let you all know how these arrangements develop, but 
for the time being, please avoid visiting Wilton 2 and 3 on shooting days. 
Thanks for your continued support, but if you have not yet made a donation to the Wilton appeal, please think 
about it. We really do need the money. 
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